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Frogmore Paper Mill Newsletter                                                 

August 2021                                                                                    

 

 

 

We are open!   

 

 

Frogmore Paper Mill reopened its doors to the public, on the 1st July. We held a very well attended 'Locals Day', 

with free entry for Dacorum residents. To coincide with the opening, a new exhibition was revealed, 'Our Paper 
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Past', which displayed a snapshot of life in the area.  It was aimed at long term residents who might wish to 

reminisce, and newer residents, curious about the area's past.  Fifty images, span external views of Two Waters, 

Frogmore, Apsley, Nash and Home Park mills, interior shots reveal the large scale of 

the  production departments, paper workers and tradesmen. Commuters are revealed along with the leisure 

activities of the day.  

The pictures remain on our walls throughout August so there is still time to view them. Only the exhibition 

objects from the central display, have been safely transferred back to the archive. 

  

  

VIP Celebration  

 

 

 

 

The Trustees and staff of Apsley Paper Trail were delighted with the attendance of many respected figures at our 

reopening.  Despite some reshuffling of dates, due to the extension of lockdown, we were happy to welcome the 

Deputy Lieutenant 

of Hertfordshire, the Mayor of Dacorum and many local councillors, paper historians, industry contacts, 

engineers, past associates and supporters. After speeches and canapes, all were invited for a short tour to see 

the newly installed Cylinder Mould Machine and large Hollander Beater, and admire the new skylight windows in 

the roof above, improving the lighting of the under-pulper floor. These improvements to the visitor journey 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
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Tour Notes - The Cylinder Mould Machine 1809  

 

 

 

So why is the Cylinder Mould Machine such an important addition to our heritage centre? 

 

The Cylinder Mould machine was an alternative approach to mechanical papermaking, invented by John 

Dickinson.  The earlier Fourdrinier, conveyor mould machine of 1803, which had been engineered by Bryan 

Donkin, had been based on mechanising the hand papermaking process. 

 

John Dickinson’s Cylinder Mould Machine, took a different approach to the formation of paper. Having invented 

and patented it, this Liveryman Stationer and Freeman of the City of London, purchased Apsley Mill in which to 

place it and build his paper business. He later added Nash, Home Park, Croxley and Batchworth Mills to his paper 

empire. 

 

The John Dickinson patents of 1809 and 1811 (improved) have been the earliest dates to which the 

cylinder mould design has been attributed. More recently, an affidavit has been located at Hertfordshire 

Archives and Local Studies (HALS), showing that the principle of the design had been established as early as 

November 1804, when he was only 22 years old. 

 

John Dickinson’s Cylinder Mould Machine utilizes a rotating porous cylinder in a bath of pulp, in which a pressure 

difference draws the water through the mesh of the cylinder trapping the fibre on its surface.  The fibrous matt is 

then lifted from the cylinder by the use of a felt covered roller and sent on its way through a series of drying 

cylinders, towards the reel up, in preparation for finishing as sheets or smaller reels. 

 

The cylinder mould machine, as it was named, competed strongly with the Fourdrinier machine for many 

decades and was the type of machine first used by the fledgling US paper industry (1819). However, during the 

20th century, the Fourdrinier became the dominant technology for fine papermaking and the cylinder mould 

machine is now primarily used for making boards (heavier weight papers) or, because of its superior watermark 

ability, for the production of high security papers 

 

This machine adds the missing bit of the paper mechanisation story, to the Apsley Paper Trail collection.  
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Summer Time  

 

 

 

After missing out on Family Fun activities last year, Storyboats are back.  Demand has been so high that we have 

added extra boats and still we cannot accommodate everyone who wishes to join the fun.  Unfortunately, we can 

only operate the Storyboats on limited days, as we only have one boat and many users. Our boat is used by 

our  visitor groups on weekdays,  drop-in visitors on Thursdays and also for half and whole day hire.  

We will be running more Storyboats for Halloween and our very special Santa Storyboat in December. We now 

use online ticketing, so tickets will be made available on 1st October and 1st December respectively. 

Our drop-in crafting is available in the holidays too. Purchase a blank birdhouse, rabbit or wand and take 

it through to our preparation tables.  There you can decorate to your hearts content with papers, tissue, stickers, 

punches, glitter and more. When you are finished, just walk away with your amazing artwork and we will tidy 

up.  Prices vary between £5 and £9 dependent on the blank chosen. Monday to Friday 10-12 and 1-3pm.  Family 

Fun 
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Imogen Welch  

 

 

 

It is with great sadness we have to report another loss. Imogen Welch, a long term volunteer and artist in residence, lost 

her battle with cancer on Monday 2nd August. 

Imogen joined Apsley Paper Trail at the very beginning of the charity's formation. As a fine artist, she worked with some 

of the earliest school and youth groups, on projects such as Junk Heap Challenge. She became an artist in residence 

with her own space within the mill, in return for her support as a volunteer. 

Imogen's artworks can still be seen around the mill, most well known being Data Protection, a computer desk 

arrangement meticulously covered in the insides of lined envelopes. 

Imogen continued to work throughout her illness and most recently held an exhibition, 'Rubbish Photographs : 

Southend Beach Rubbish' on Southend Pier. 

Imogen will be greatly missed and our condolences go to her family.  @imogenwelchart 

 

All Change  

 

 

 

Not only has lots of new machinery been installed and building repairs undertaken, the support systems 

have been changed too. 

We have been busy streamlining our admin systems. We have the SignUpGenius app, for our volunteers to 

select and put themselves forward to help with tours, workshops, boat duties and being a roving guest 

speaker. It even sends reminders and can be used to alert members to amendments.  

We now have online ticketing care of the Art Tickets. It is a free service for museum and galleries, large and 

small across the country. It will give us a presence on the Art Fund site, so may also attract new visitors. 

Standard tour tickets can be purchased this way. Likewise, the Halloween and Christmas Family Fun 

activities will be released online. The website is having some adjustments to simplify the redirects to Art 

Tickets. Already we have a  'BUY TICKETS' button on the header to take you straight there. 

 

 

Paper Trail Heritage Fire Brigade to the rescue!   

 

 

When in doubt call the Fire Brigade. The River Gade mill 

tail at Frogmore runs into the Grand Union Canal. 

Frogmore’s pleasure boat ‘Bryan Donkin’ runs trips on 

the river and the canal, but due to silting, parts of the 

river were becoming almost impassable. 

exercise was put in place. 

 

Whilst familiarising Paul Rickett and Paul Sturman with 

the controls of the fire engine, and teaching Ben 

Humphreys one of the youngest recruits, the 

techniques of practical firemanship, the job was quickly 
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So, the Paper Trail Heritage Fire Brigade went into 

action with Paul Ricketts 2004 Dennis Sabre Pump 

Ladder and ‘stirred things up’ with a couple of hose jets 

to release the mud downstream. This is also good for 

fish and wildlife as it aerates the water and increases 

oxygen content. 

 

Using the expertise of member, Pete Hailes, 

Leighton Buzzard cadets training officer, a practice  

 

undertaken. 

 

The traditional method and practice of pumping from 

open water, not often seen today, brought into use the 

suction basket to stop the silt entering the pump inlet. 

Hopefully the skippers of the Bryan Donkin will give a 

favourable report after the next trip.  

Paul Sturman    

https://www.facebook.com/JD1883/ 
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Our mailing address is: 

Frogmore Paper Mill, Fourdrinier Way, Apsley, Hertfordshire. HP3 9RY 

01442 234600 

postbox@frogmorepapermill.org.uk 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

   

  

 


